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played. But Leo died when Ippohto was only twelve years
old.

We have seen how when he was fifteen he was sent from
Rome by Pope Clement VII to reside in Florence, made a
membei of the Government, and looked upon by all as in-
tended, when old enough, to succeed to the rule of Florence
which had been held by his father. During the next three
years he, with Alessandro and the child Catherine, remained
at Florence under Cardinal Passerines charge, living in the
Medici Palace, until, when Ippolito was eighteen, the third
banishment of the family took place. Ippolito thereupon be-
came for a time a wanderer, but when Pope Clement got
back to Rome at the end of 1528, Ippolito also returned
there.

Ippolito was by this time twenty years of age, handsome,
courteous, good-natured, highly cultivated, possessed of much
ability, and a universal favourite. Varchi says of him that
he was "gifted with every accomplishment, affable and pleas-
ant in his manner, and most liberal to all who excelled in
war or letters or in any of the liberal arts." While another
quality which the contemporary writers constantly speak of
as possessed by him is that of uroyal-mindedness."

Towards the end of the year 1529 Clement VII began to
form a plan of supplanting Ippolito, as the future ruler of
Florence, by Alessandro. This was the more unpardonable
in that Ippolito was eminently qualified for that position,
while Alessandro, being uneducated, vicious, and universally
detested, was as conspicuously unfit for it. Clement began
privately to carry out this scheme when making the secret
treaty with Charles V at Bologna in December 1529, the
third and fourth items of which treaty provided for this ar-
rangement.8 These intentions were, however, kept concealed
from all concerned except the Emperor until Florence should
first be subdued and Ippolito disposed of elsewhere.

In the spring of 1531, after the siege of Florence liad
ended, but while the Pope's intentions had not yet been ai-